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unique, merit-based scholarship program,    
the 2016-2017 FLP Scholarship Program is 

a four-year program co-sponsored by the Tan Yan 
Kee Foundation and supported by the Philippine 
Association of Law Schools (PALS). The awarding 
ceremony of its first batch was held at the University 
of the Philippines Bonifacio Global City Campus in 
Taguig on December 1, 2016.
 Chief Justice Ma. Lourdes P.A. Sereno 
chaired the board of judges which selected the 
scholars; the members were Dr. Edilberto de Jesus  
(former Education Secretary and FLP Trustee), 
Dean Ma. Soledad D. Mawis (PALS President), Atty. 
Ma. Cecilia Pesayco (representing the Tan Yan Kee 
Foundation), and Evelyn T. Dumdum (FLP President 
and Trustee).
 The judges considered each candidate’s 
ability to demonstrate clearly, logically and 
concisely what he/she has done and intends to do 
to propagate and espouse the philosophy of liberty 
and prosperity under the rule of law. 
 All awardees must agree to the terms and 
conditions of the FLP   Scholarship Program, including 
but not limited to, the requirement to provide 
volunteer services for the Foundation as well as 
giving back to the FLP   Scholarship Program to ensure 
its sustainability such as teaching law subjects that  
espouse the philosophy of liberty and prosperity, 
developing a concept/program along the philosophy 
of the FLP and commitment to mentoring other law 

w w w . l i b p r o s . c o m

Chief Justice Ma. Lourdes P.A. Sereno (seated 3rd from right), 
chairperson of the FLP Scholarship Program Board of Judges, 
is joined by retired Chief Justice Artemio V. Panganiban (seated 
3rd from left) together with the members of the panel, namely: 
(seated from left to right) Atty. Ma. Cecilia Pesayco, Dr. Edilberto 
de Jesus, Evelyn T. Dumdum and Dean Ma. Soledad D. Mawis. 
Standing at the back are the 2016-2017 FLP Scholarship Program 
Awardees with Atty. Martin Esguerra.
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students, subject to institutional arrangements with 
partner law schools.  
 The first batch of FLP scholars, consisting 
of eleven third year law students were chosen for 
the school year 2016-2017. Each student received 
a monetary scholarship award of PhP 200,000, of 
which a maximum of PhP 100,000 shall be for tuition 
fee and PhP 20,000 for book allowance. Each scholar 
is eligible to apply again next year. •    
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Sean James B. Borja
(Ateneo Law School)

Sean is currently a junior student 
at the Ateneo Law School and 
a consistent Dean’s Lister. He 
received his Bachelor of Science 
degree in Management, major 
in Legal Management from the 
Ateneo de Manila University in 

2014, where he graduated magna cum laude. Sean also had 
the privilege of being bestowed Program Awardee for Legal 
Management in the same year. He received a full scholarship at 
École Supérieure de Commerce in Dijon, France in 2012, under 
the Ateneo’s Junior Term Abroad Program. Sean joined the 
2016 Asia Cup Moot Court Competition hosted by the Japan’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, where his team prevailed as the 1st 
runner-up. Sean was then awarded by the Ministry as 3rd Best 
Speaker in Asia.

Kaycelle Anne M. Castillo
(Far Eastern University 
Institute of Law)

Kaycelle Anne is a junior student 
at the the FEU - Institute of Law. 
She is a member of the pioneer 
batch of the Juris Doctor program 
of the Institute under the deanship 
of Atty. Mel Sta. Maria. Kaycelle 

is a hardworking student, Dean’s lister, passionate advocate 
and an empathic person who sometimes prioritize the concerns 
of others over her own. Professionally, she is an independent 
worker but also works well with a team. She is currently fulfilling 
her dream job – to be a teacher – as she teaches part-time to 
college students. On top of her school and teaching load, she 
does not forget to have fun and enjoy the company of her family 
and friends. She is currently the President of the FEU Insititue of 
Law Student Council.

Ervin Fredrick H. Dy
(University of the 
Philippines College 
of Law)

A member of the Order of the 
Purple Feather, UP Law’s honor 
society, Ervin is ranked 5th in 
his class. He is a decorated 
debater, having won the 29th 

Annual Pi Sigma Open Debate held September of this year. 
He graduated magna cum laude in BS Geodetic Engineering. 
Ervin was inspired to take up law from the video game series 
“Ace Attorney.” From the game he found that in the practice of 
law he could be challenged to think critically, finding ingenious 
and innovative ways of solving problems, at the same time he 
could help those people who can’t help themselves. Quoting 
Tiffanny Madison, Ervin believes that “[w]hen the Rule of Law 
disappears, we are ruled by the whims of men.”

Rexlyn Anne M. Evora
(Polytechnic University  
of the Philippines College 
of Law) 

Rexlyn is an alumna of the 
University of the Philippines - 
Los Baños obtaning a Bachelor’s 
degree in Biology, Major in 
Zoology. She is a faculty member 

of the Department of Biology, College of Science at PUP-
Manila, teaching Comparative Vertebrate Anatomy and Animal 
Histology. This lady, who hails from Oriental Mindoro, is not only 
fond of the science field but also the field of law. She is also 
affiliated with various academic organizations such as the PUP 
Moot Court Society, Office of the Legal Aid, and Bar Operations 
Committee 2016, which allows her to further enhance her 
academic and service profile. She maintains strong connection 
with organizations such as UPLB Zoological Society, UP 
Mindorenos, and UP Ecosystems. Her advocacy is to promote 
intellectual environmentalism and the rule of law.

Kevin Ken S. Ganchero
(Far Eastern University 
Institute of Law)

Kevin received his AB Political 
Science degree from FEU 
graduating magna cum laude in 
2014. He is an active member of 
their school’s moot court council 
while maintaining his academic 

standing as one of the top 10 students of his batch and a 
consistent dean’s lister. In college, he was awarded as one 
of the best speakers in two national collegiate parliamentary 
debating tourneys. After graduation, Kevin dedicated his time 
to teaching debate by lecturing in workshops here and abroad. 
He occasionally judges major debating tournaments. Recently, 
he was one of the chief judges of the Davao Red Cross 
Humanitarian Law Debates and the Falcon Law Debates. 

Jose Noel B. Hilario
(University of Santo Tomas 
Faculty of Civil Law)

Noel finished his undergraduate 
course of AB in Political Science 
at FEU with honors (cum laude). 
A consistent Saint Thomas of 
Aquinas scholar and Dean’s lister 
and understudy of the UST Law 

Review, he is also a contributor in the UST law Dean’s Circle 
of Dean Nilo T. Divina fostering excellence in law as well as a 
member of the UST Law Debate and Moot Society. He believes 
that education, aside from being one of the greatest gifts that 
you could have, is also life’s greatest equalizer. Noel offers all 
his achievements and lifts them up to God. As a Christian law 
student he believes that with everything one does, one must do 
it for His glory.
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Profiles of the 

FLP SCHOLARS
A.Y. 2016-2017

Violeta M. Najarro, Jr.
(San Beda College 
Alabang School of Law)

Violet has dreamed of becoming 
a lawyer since she was 7 years 
old. She sees herself as an 
ordinary student who draws 
confidence from good recitations 
and motivation from the bad 

ones. She offers her everyday struggles to the Lord and draws 
inspiration from her supportive parents. Violet believes that 
she has found a purpose when the Foundation of Liberty and 
Prosperity granted her the scholarship. She hopes to become 
a lawyer who upholds justice and the rule of law and become 
an instrument in helping the people in need. She is a consistent 
dean’s lister and is one of the top ten students in her law school.

Dion Ceazar M. Pascua
(San Beda College of Law 
Manila)

Dion is a fourth year Law Student 
of San Beda College – Manila. 
A working student since his 
first year in Law School, he is a 
Certified Public Accountant and is 
presently working at the House of 

Representatives Electoral Tribunal as a Legislative Staff Officer 
III. He is currently a detailed employee at the Supreme Court of 
the Philippines under the Office of Associate Justice Presbitero 
J. Velasco, Jr. He finished his undergraduate degree of Bachelor 
of Science in Accountancy at Far Eastern University – Manila, 
graduating magna cum laude, as an academic scholar of the 
University and at the same time, as a Punongbayan & Araullo 
Grant Thornton scholar. Hailing from Tarlac, Dion sees himself 
as not into adventurous trips and activities and prefers to stay at 
home during his free time.

Ma. Janine V. Pedernal
(University of Santo Tomas 
Faculty of Civil Law)

An alumna of the University of 
Santo Tomas with a degree in 
Bachelor of Arts Major in Legal 
Management, Janine  graduated 
in 2014 with honors (cum laude). 
She was inducted a member of 

the Dean’s Circle for being one of the top students of her class. 
Prior to graduating, she served as an intern at the Divina Law 
Offices. Janine believes that social justice is the very foundation 
of the philosophy of safeguarding liberty and nurturing prosperity. 
She adds that “[p]rotecting and developing the right of all the 
people to human dignity, reducing political, economic, and 
social inequalities, and removing cultural inequities through fair 
distribution of wealth and political power for the common good 
are the underlying principles of my commitment to espouse what 
I have learned in the field of law.”

Tess Marie P. Tan
(University of San Carlos 
School of Law and 
Governance)

Tess is an incoming senior at 
the University of San Carlos 
School of Law and Governance, 
where she is part of the debating 
and mooting team. She is also 

a contributor of The Podium, the official student publication of 
the USC - College of Law. She represented Southeast Asia in 
the 20th Stetson International Environmental Law Moot Court 
Competition in Florida, USA, and won as World Champion and 
Best Overall Oralist. Her team also received the Best Memorial 
award. It was the first time for a Southeast Asian team to win the 
title in the twenty-year history of the competition. She was also 
part of the three-person team that represented her university 
in ANC Square-Off Debates Season 11. Her school was hailed 
Champion, for the 3rd time in the show’s history, making USC 
the school with the most number of wins.

Vanessa Gloria S. Vergara
(Ateneo Law School)

Vanessa graduated ABMA 
Political Science from the Ateneo 
de Manila University. She is 
currently taking law at the Ateneo 
de Manila Law School and is 
one of the outstanding senior 
students. Her vision is of a society 

where people feel truly human, and where people can pursue 
their humanity to its fullest potential. This means a world where 
even the most marginalized members of society can believe that 
they can control their own destiny, that they can pursue their 
higher dreams of life, whatever those may be. It also means, 
necessarily, a world where people are free from poverty, hunger 
and the denial of their basic rights.

The first batch of FLP scholars is a diverse mix 
of top students (several of whom have already 
been awarded Latin honors) coming from various 
backgrounds—such as accountancy, engineering, 
and zoology, among others. They now come 
together to champion the philosophy of liberty and 
prosperity, albeit through different lens.
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Advocacy  
and the Art of Small Steps
Sean James B. Borja 
Ateneo de Manila Law School

(Executive Summary)

I n the age of millennials, where choice is virtually 
unlimited, choosing a career path is a quarterlife 

crisis waiting to happen.  Luckily for me, that was not 
the case; as early as my junior year in high school, 
I was fairly set on becoming a lawyer. While I was 
spared the conundrum of discovering what I wanted 
to do in life, however, vocational certainty did not 
mean understanding. I relished in building my hopes 
and dreams and yet I had a rather rudimentary grasp 
of what lawyers did. My high school teachers told me 
that lawyers were all about fighting for justice. But 
what is justice? What do lawyers fight for?
 Our very own Constitution, in Section 9, 
Article II, dares to define what justice entails. It 
commands the State to “promote a just and dynamic 
social order that will ensure the prosperity and 
independence of the nation, and free the people from 
poverty.” By and large, this constitutional mandate 
is designed to put the plight of the underprivileged  
at center stage of governmental policy and to 
rally the State’s awesome machinery to eliminate 
inequities in society.  Prosperity for all: that is the 
goal of social justice.
 Our Constitution recognizes that our nation’s 
poorest are not free. They are bound by the chains of 
poverty, and lack the very voice to espouse their own 
cause. Viewed in this light, our earlier conception of 
justice becomes a little bit clearer: justice is not just 
about giving. Justice must also be enabling. In the words 
of our very own Supreme Court, “Social justice does not 
champion division of property or equality of economic 
status; what it and the Constitution do guaranty are 
equality of opportunity, equality of political rights, 
equality before the law, equality between values given 
and received, and equitable sharing of the social and 
material goods on the basis of efforts exerted in their 
production.”1 Justice goes beyond benevolence; it 
requires, instead, an interplay between prosperity and 
liberty. One without the other would simply not do. 
 How do we go about attaining liberty?  

I believe we can begin by hearing out stories. 
 ‘Little Prince’ Lander Solano is a 9-year-old 
boy who sells kesong puti to passers-by along Filmore 
Street, Makati. He negotiates alleys, flyovers, and 
underpasses every day—all in the company of 
thieves—just to make a living. Little Prince’s mother 
also sells kesong puti behind the Cash & Carry along 
Osmeña Highway, where the family spends the night 
whenever their goods remain unsold. He is currently 
out of school, but one day, he said, he will take up 
engineering and build homes, towers, and dreams.
 Little Prince’s narrative is but one of myriad 
stories that need to be heard. This is where, I 
believe, the legal profession and advocacy come in. 
We claim to live under the rule of law, but without 
the instrumentalities to bridge the gap between 
established rights and the underserved, the deep-
seated inequalities that we have today will endure 
for generations to come. Thus, a discussion of Article 
III of the Constitution is a hifalutin, largely academic 
exercise unless it can be concretized and brought down 
to the level of the common tao. And so I believe this is 
the lawyer’s task: a lawyer must stand at the helm of 
the law and, through the strength of advocacy and the 
power of his/her voice, turn liberty and prosperity 
into concrete reality.
 It has been said that the rule of law is the 
great equalizer and yet, without lawyers, the law 
is rendered fictional and out of reach, especially for 
those at the fringes of society. Prosperity and liberty 
under the rule of law: these are laudable goals but 
without agency to bridge them to the beneficiaries, a 
wide chasm will continue to isolate the underserved. 
And so this is the lawyer’s mission: s/he must learn 
the power of advocacy—learn to harness it, and 
become the voice that resonates when others go 
silent. •

 1  Guido v. Rural Progress Administration, G.R. No.  

    L-2089, October 31, 1949.
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My Gateway to Becoming 
Superman and Bill Gates
Kaycelle Anne M. Castillo 
Far Eastern University Institute of Law

(Executive Summary)

W hen I landed a position in one of the top 
accounting firms in the country, my success 

already crossed my mind. This bubble of mine was 
popped earlier than expected. There are piles of work 
to do, stricter rules, bosses that can strip you off your 
freedom and time, and biases that can hinder one aspect 
or another of how you conduct your daily business.          
 When I got myself exposed to these, the most 
important lesson I learned is how the concept of 
freedom of directing your life economically should not 
be confined with one’s self. Liberty and prosperity is 
best viewed when applied to the whole of society – that 
is, not to one man alone, but to the whole island instead. 
 In a free society, liberty is five freedoms for 
each individual: (1) freedom to come and go, (2) 
equality and justice before the law, (3) security of 
property, (4) freedom of speech, and (5) freedom of 
conscience. There are many other names for these five 
individual freedoms—freedom of the press, freedom 
of expression and opinion, freedom of religion, 
freedom of association, right of habeas corpus, right 
of assembly, right of jury trial, etc.1 There is so much 
freedom in the world, not just the limited concept of 
freedom I thought I already enjoyed.
 As I progressed with what I believed was 
my “career”, I realized that it was not as easy as 1, 
2, 3. There are fixed constants, which are beyond 
my control. There are various variables that are not 
easy to manipulate. What remained with me was one 
powerful variable: what was in me, myself, which I 
can improve further?
 I was exposed to lawyers who have different 
degrees of standing in the business world. I personally 
met lawyers who have different personal goals and 
advocacies as a lawyer. So I got curious, but unsure. Will 
study of the law advance any standing I currently have 
with regard to my personal liberty and prosperity? How 
about with how I would affect the liberty and prosperity 
of my community? Of my country?
 But I knew I had to understand things deeper. 

I should go further to the core and the spirit of the laws 
I study. I was fortunate enough to have a professor in 
the early stage of my study of the law, who impressed 
in us how we should understand the rule of law. In the 
process, I learned, although belatedly, that the rule of 
law, at its core, requires that government officials and 
citizens are bound by and act consistent with the law.2 
 It goes without saying that the rule of law is 
not conclusive upon the mere existence of the law. The 
laws should be put in place, respected and upheld, 
both by the government that makes, executes, and 
interprets them; and by the people who are sought to 
be protected by them.
 It is the core judicial philosophy of retired Chief 
Justice Artemio V. Panganiban that jurists and lawyers 
should not only safeguard the liberty of the country’s 
people but must also nurture their prosperity under 
the rule of law. This goes to show that in applying the 
laws to the conduct of life in general, and of business 
in particular, of the people, it is indispensable that the 
liberty and prosperity of people – individually and as 
a whole – gets altered. And in so altering, the bench 
and the bar get to have bits of the power to do so. The 
legal system, with some elbow rooms, gets to shape 
these freedom and economic advancement of people.
 Hence, I enclose my role for now in a vision: 
I will be the Superman and Bill Gates in my own 
right. I do not see myself as the Superman who will 
be the Champion of the Oppressed using my physical 
strength; nor do I see myself living a Bill Gates 
philanthropic kind of life extending billions to people 
for help. Rather, the vision is to help more people 
attain autonomy of living a victorious and prosperous 
life under the rule of law. •

1 Brown, Wenddell, “Defining Liberty: An Analysis of Its Three  

   Elements”, July 1 1965, available at https://fee.org/articles/ 

   defining-liberty-an-analysis-of-its-three-elements/
2  Tamanaha, Brian, “A Concise Guide to the Rule of Law”,  

    September 2007.
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Advocacy  
and the Art of Small Steps
Ervin Fredrick H. Dy 
University of the Philippines College of Law

(Executive Summary)

W hat is Rule of Law? Rule of Law is the legal 
principle that law should govern a nation, as 

opposed to being governed by arbitrary decisions 
of individual government officials. It is exactly this 
capricious, whimsical, arbitrary or despotic manner 
equivalent to lack of jurisdiction which is often 
the subject being assailed at in numerous petitions 
for certiorari. Rule of Law affords people a certain 
expectation of fair play and not being simply left to the 
whims of a person, such as in the case of dictatorship, 
wherein the ruler is held above law. This was 
clearly present during the time of martial law under 
Former President Ferdinand Marcos, who held both 
executive and legislative powers. At his discretion, he 
would institute or promulgate numerous presidential 
decrees penalizing certain acts, the public having no 
prior notice or knowledge of such laws, in turn being 
arrested out of the blue for committing an act they 
didn’t know was illegal. Without Rule of Law, there 
was wide spread oppression on the part of Marcos, 
there being rampant summary execution, torture, 
enforced or involuntary disappearance and other 
gross human rights violations committed during his 
regime. Thus we can say that without Rule of Law 
there is no liberty.
 But what kind of liberty are we exactly talking 
about? I respectfully propose that the Rule of Law 
affords liberty from arbitrariness and oppression.
 As stated earlier, Rule of Law provides 
people a reasonable expectation of fairness and 
consistency when the law is applied. When a 
person files a case before the courts, he would 
expect that the judge would apply the current 
existing laws correctly and not arbitrarily or be 
affected and persuaded to rule otherwise through 
bribes. The principle of stare decisis is based from 
this foundation. This principle espouses the 
doctrine of precedent, which means that if an issue 
has already been decided the Court should simply 
adopt its previous ruling. This affords litigants an 

idea how a case will be decided by the courts given 
the already long history and experiences available 
to the courts. Otherwise, without stare decisis, the 
Court could simply flip flop over and over again in 
utter disregard of its previous rulings, leading the 
party litigants to the whims of the Court. Litigation 
would not then be about applying and interpreting 
the law, but it would simply be who the judges or 
justices prefer more. 
 Proceeding from liberty from arbitrariness, 
what is the next logical consequence? It is 
necessarily the achieving of a stable judicial system. 
As already pointed out before, wherein people trust 
the judicial system since there is consistency and 
whatever judgment they may be rendered with, it 
is based on sound legal reasoning and not caprice, 
hence people get what is due to them, that which is 
just and equitable. Having a stable legal system is a 
crucial aspect of attaining prosperity.
 Prosperity is the state of flourishing, thriving, 
good fortune or successful social status.  One way 
this can be achieved is through investments and 
ventures. As a potential investor, one would survey 
the countries wherein there is lesser risk of bad 
investments, such as when the government takes 
control over such assets and refuses to compensate 
such taking. With a stable legal system, investors 
would be encouraged to invest in our country 
because of the minimized risk of arbitrariness on 
the part of the government. If there is any breach 
of obligation, injury, or harm suffered by the 
investor, he is sure to be able to obtain relief and 
correspondingly receive what is just under a stable 
legal system. With more investors being enticed to 
invest in our country, prosperity is then a necessary 
consequence of the Rule of Law. •

 “When the Rule of Law disappears,  

 we are ruled by the whims of men.”

 – Tiffany Madison.

Liberty from Arbitrariness and Prosperity 
from Judicial Stability under the Rule of Law
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My Gateway to Becoming 
Superman and Bill Gates
Rexlyn Anne M. Evora 
Polytechnic University of the Philippines 
College of Law

(Executive Summary)

S ince the current president waged his war on drugs, 
the number of drug-related deaths reached 1,916, out 

of which 756 people were reportedly killed for resisting 
arrests during police operations. Commission on Human 
Rights (CHR) chairperson Jose Luis Gascon said that 
the scale or magnitude of the summary killings may be 
eclipsed by the human rights violations and atrocities 
during the martial law regime under President Marcos.1

 As a Filipino citizen and a student of law,  
I am with the present administration in its fight against 
criminality and corruption. However, it is also high time 
that we exercise vigilance and proactivity in ensuring that 
the rule of law is being upheld. The balance between the 
exercise of liberty and police power is safeguarded by the 
fundamental law, our Constitution. All persons regardless 
of status, wealth, creed, political persuasion, and color of 
skin are entitled to the due process of law.
 Yet, the right of the individual is necessarily 
subject to reasonable restraint by general law for the 
common good. Whenever and wherever the natural rights 
of citizen would deprive other citizens of rights which are 
also and equally natural, such assumed rights must yield 
to the regulation of law. Thus, it should be noted that the 
regulation of liberty is consistent with the upholding of 
the rule of law; it is not meant to put man in shackles but 
rather to prevent abuses of exercise of freedom not only 
by private individuals but more on the arbitrariness on 
the part of the government. 
 Yet, aside from this political issue on liberty, 
poverty and inequality in the Philippines remain as 
challenges that put our freedoms in shackles. While 
economic growth has gone through boom and bust cycles, 
recent episodes of economic expansion have had limited 
impact on the poor. Noticeable inequality across income 
brackets, regions and sectors, as well as unmanaged 
population growth, are considered some of the key factors 
constraining poverty reduction efforts.
 In all these glaring and gloomy realities, the law 
profession must serve the people, to secure their liberty  

 
and to nurture the prosperity in our country. The judiciary, 
must be quick to respond to the needs of the changing 
time. After all, laws and judicial doctrines safeguarding 
liberty are continuously tested to the limits. In addition, 
members of the Bar must fulfill their duties of serving as  
vanguards of the people through the use of legal arsenals 
and principled practice of law.
 On the issue on poverty, our present Constitution 
has gone further in guaranteeing vital social and economic 
rights to marginalized groups of society, including labor. 
Under the policy of social justice, the law bends over 
backward to accommodate the interests of the working 
class on the humane justification that those with less 
privilege in life should have more in law. Social justice 
calls for the humanization of laws and the equalization of 
social and economic forces by the State so that justice in 
its rational and objectively secular conception may at least 
be approximated.2  It is only a matter of implementation.
 Indeed, the strength of democracy lies not in the 
rights it guarantees but on the courage of the people to 
invoke them whenever they are ignored or violated. Rights 
are but weapons on the wall if, like expensive tapestry, all 
they do is embellish and impress. They only become truly 
meaningful when they fulfill the role assigned to them in 
the free society, or are kept bright and sharp with use by 
those who are not afraid to assert them.3 It is but a moral 
duty for every lawyer to be the grindstone of such weapon.
 There is no exact end to these struggles. We, 
Filipinos, will continue to exude courage as we fight for 
our liberty. As an aspiring member of the Bar, I shall not 
remain a stagnant vessel. I shall keep this fire, this dream 
of becoming a vanguard of justice. •

1  Philippine Daily Inquirer, http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/ 

   809292/chr-extrajudicial-killings-in-duterte-war-on- 

   drugs-unprecedented, retrieved September 12, 2016
2  Serrano vs Gallant Maritime Services, March 24, 2009,  

   G.R. No. 167614
3  Ynot vs IAC 148SCRA659

Safeguarding Liberty and Nurturing 
Prosperity under the Rule of Law
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Advocacy  
and the Art of Small Steps
Kevin Ken S. Ganchero 
Far Eastern University Institute of Law

(Executive Summary)

Acommon trait of all democratic governments 
is the recognition that sovereignty resides in the 

people who directly, or through their duly elected 
representatives, shape public policy. In these societies, 
every opinion or dissent is a drop in an ocean of 
discourse. Ideally, this whole mass of ideas would 
condense into the best of solutions, laws and actions 
that the people can collectively pursue. Admittedly, 
this is a painstaking process.
 Healthy debate is crucial for discourse in this 
complicated system we call democracy because the 
laws, policies and even the roster of elected public 
servants can only be as good as the discourse that put 
them in place. We are the ones who decide who gets 
elected, which laws get passed, and which policies are 
pursued. Before we decide, we always discuss.
 Many, in their rage and frustration from 
suffering under a government which is perceived to be 
incompetent and corrupt, and under a society plagued 
by crimes were blinded from seeing the relevance of 
the rule of law. Why should we be shackled by rules 
when our enemies, the criminals, the corrupt, and 
those who threaten our safety are bound by none? This 
has become a contagious sentiment among those who 
openly support extra-judicial killings and making the 
police less accountable for their operations’ casualties. 
The idea horrifies reasonable law students but 
unsurprisingly, it is appealing to people who endured 
years of crime and corruption. It is a sad reality that 
when justice is out of reach, frustrated people would 
put the law in their own hands.
 This problem is a clear effect of a lack of 
understanding of the law’s purpose. This willful 
ignorance is even reinforced by the uninformed 
discourse fueled by rage, disappointment, and 
frustration. The same emboldens vigilantes and 
nurtures contempt for the rule of law.
 One way to nip the problem in the bud is 
through education. Reforms should be made in the 
current curriculum to encourage critical thinking, 
social awareness, and understanding of our laws. The 

solution shouldn’t be confined to government action. 
Individuals should also chip in and aid in nurturing 
progressive thinkers who see the bigger picture and 
who possess the fortitude not to give in to the strong 
demand for conformity.
 For me, prosperity could only be achieved in 
a community composed of people who guard their 
freedoms against arbitrary restrictions from despots 
and the mob alike. Autocrats may promise prosperity 
and security but only a free society would guarantee 
that the mentioned promises would redound to the 
benefit of all and not just a selected few.
 I intend to promote the foundation’s 
philosophy by continuing to teach debate, the law, and 
relevant issues inside and outside our country. I hope 
that this will create safe spaces for people to speak 
up and to learn how to cope with criticism. While  
speaking in front of others is a frightening experience 
for most people especially the youth who were raised 
to respect authority, it is a necessary fear to overcome 
in order to encourage more participation in public 
discourse and to keep ignorance in check. This in turn 
ensures the health of our democracy and our liberty. 
Despots rise to power when people are silent. Abuses 
become normal when nobody expresses indignation 
against them.
 Laws and policies change as often as public 
officials come and go. What I hope to achieve is to 
make a substantial contribution towards enriching 
public discourse by encouraging people to become 
more responsible and reasonable participants—to see 
beyond petty differences and mistakes and look at 
the bigger picture. I want people to understand the 
important role of their opinion in affecting policy and 
that they should be responsible for their opinions and 
criticisms no matter how small these are in comparison 
to the much larger ocean of discourse. I want them to 
realize that “the aim of argument, or of discussion, 
should not be victory but progress.1” •
 
 1 Joubert, J. (n.d.), “The Notebooks Of Joseph Joubert”

Making the ocean less salty: 
An advocacy for a more civilized public discourse
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My Gateway to Becoming 
Superman and Bill Gates
Jose Noel B. Hilario  
University of Santo Tomas Faculty of Law

(Executive Summary)

W hen I was a child I always hear the importance 
of education. I heard it several times from my 

parents and from others which at times seem trivial 
perhaps by reason of my young age. Nonetheless, 
looking back I thank God for our situation in life for 
it helped me realize education’s true importance.      
 As a boy I already knew that we are not among 
those fortunate people born with a silver spoon albeit 
we are not poor. That is why I have been well oriented 
that I must do well in school and in enriching my 
knowledge and wisdom. One of the greatest values I 
learned is that education is a treasure that will never 
be taken from you. In addition, I knew then that it is 
also life’s greatest equalizer. That is why I fully submit 
and adhere to my High school’s philosophy, which 
espouse that “The Essence of Education is Liberation 
from the bondage of Ignorance and Poverty”.
 Life reminds me now that I’m blessed to 
have been liberated from the ills of ignorance which 
plague some of our fellows by reason of many factors 
such as lack of opportunity, poverty, lack of support 
and proper mindset including the seemingly never-
ending cycle of poverty which many of our poor 
brethren cannot seem to unchain. Indeed, experience 
taught me that with enough support, opportunities, 
proper conditioning of one’s mind and with sufficient 
premium to education, liberty and prosperity is not 
too far.
 Liberty and prosperity goes together in 
perfect harmony. One cannot perfectly achieve 
lasting peace and satisfaction without the other 
for we are by nature interdependent beings. First, 
is our interdependence with the Creator in which 
we attribute all our works for His glory and joy. 
And second, is our interdependence with the fellow 
beings because I submit, no person and no country 
could achieve its optimum development and 
prosperity in isolation.
 Liberty and Prosperity however, were often 
treated separately and worse in complete disregard 

or isolation with the other. But who can we blame 
for that? When even our history suggest that albeit 
our nature requires us to walk in perfect harmony we 
would rather choose and be plagued with just either 
or even none of these essentials, which is in complete 
disregard of our purpose and faculties’ ability. As we 
examine some human behaviors we would see people 
acting as if they are god, although they are no more 
than men who thinks life revolves by themselves. 
States as well act with utter superiority, struggling 
for their quest for power, affirmation and dominance. 
This might be stretching the point but these behaviors 
can be attributed due to the failure to observe basic 
principles of interdependence which failure in 
practice and continuous denial hereof would result to 
instability and downfall. An illustration can be shown 
by what happened in our country during martial law, 
because of our leader’s desire to “achieve prosperity” 
thru unwarranted control and by giving a very high 
premium to stability which at the end of it backfired not 
just to the President’s leadership and administration 
but also to our country. Instead of prosperity what 
we received were revolutions, coup, and the glorious 
people power, all because of the lack of balance and 
interdependence of liberty and prosperity. History 
told us that to a certain extent, our people’s liberty 
was denied resulting to the natural consequence of an 
unsatisfied populace who because of such denial of 
human rights, due process and liberty revolted to be 
freed from the clutches of dictatorship.
 Often the masses were plundered and do not 
know it, that is why they need advocates. Hence, 
as a future lawyer I take the task of minimizing 
the bondage of poverty and hunger by studying, 
applying and promoting the rule of law. I hope to 
inspire those who thought that they could no longer 
unchain from the shackles of helplessness. Because 
indeed, liberty and prosperity could turn and shape 
a person inside the cave into someone society ought 
them to be. •

Safeguarding of Liberty and Nurturing 
of Prosperity under the Rule of Law
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OPEN CALL

FLP Dissertation Writing 
Contest (2017-2018)

T he FLP Dissertation Writing Contest is a five-
year program which aims to augment the 

Foundation’s flagship project by incorporating new, 
dynamic and perhaps more profound input to the 
body of works discussing FLP’s core philosophy.  
We believe that the fresh insight and unique 
perspective of law students will provide bold, 
novel and innovative avenues for the development 
of the Foundation’s tenets.
 FLP will look for the best thesis and/or 
dissertation – or its equivalent in law schools not 
offering the Juris Doctor program – that espouses 
the philosophy of liberty and prosperity under 

the rule of law.  The contest is co-sponsored by the 
Ayala Group and undertaken in cooperation with 
the Philippine Association of Law Schools (PALS).
 The contest is open to third year and fourth 
year law students as well as those taking up Master 
of Law.  Only one entry per student is allowed.  
Each entry must be a thesis/dissertation or its 
equivalent that espouses the philosophy of liberty 
and prosperity under the rule of law.  An entry 

must be certified to have gone through the process 
of a thesis/dissertation or a procedure similar 
thereto and that it is of thesis/dissertation type and 
quality.
 The Foundation will also tap its roster of 
professorial chair holders, among others, to create 
the Panel of Judges who will choose the winning 
entries and conduct dialogues where the winners 
shall discuss, argue and debate their submissions, 
engendering a deeper understanding of the core 
philosophy of the Foundation.  These discourses on 
their work with the Panel of Judges will foment the 
kind of analysis that will contribute to the evolution, 
development and enrichment of the Foundation’s 
philosophy.  FLP will also constitute a Dissertation 
Contest Committee to assist the Panel of Judges.
 Up to twenty qualifying entries will be 
chosen by the FLP Dissertation Contest Committee 
from all entries submitted.  Thereafter, a short list 
of up to ten entries will be chosen by the FLP Panel 
of Judges from the twenty qualifying entries.  The 
authors on the shortlist will then each submit a new 
entry, either expanding on their respective original 
entries or covering a completely new subject.
 The FLP Panel of Judges will choose the five 
recipients of the primary awards (first, second and 
honorary mentions) from the new entries submitted 
by the ten authors on the short list.  Monetary 
awards are as follows: PhP300,000 to the first-place 
winner, PhP 200,000 to the second-place winner, 
and PhP100,000 each to three honorary mentions. 
These winners will also receive commemorative 
plaques.  The twenty (20) qualifying entries chosen 
by the FLP Dissertation Contest Committee will 
each receive PhP20,000.
 The Ayala Corporation has already agreed 
to facilitate the provision of funds for this project 
and has committed to FLP the funding for the entire 
five-year program.  They have already turned over 
to FLP the amount of Two Million Pesos (PhP 
2,000,000) for the first year of the program. •

Program co-sponsor:
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T he full premiere of Ageless Passion, an original musical 
by Maestro Ryan Cayabyab and Kristian Jeff Agustin, 

was held on December 20, 2016 in celebration of the 80th 
birthday of retired Chief Justice Artemio V. Panganiban, 
FLP’s indefatigable founder and chairman. The momentous 
event also marks the debut of the new BGC Performing 
Arts Theater at the Bonifacio Global City, Taguig. Five years 
prior, on December 20, 2011, the musical was premiered 
as a concert at the Meralco Theater featuring the initial 
seven songs written by Agustin—FLP’s founding executive 
secretary—and transformed by Cayabyab into masterful 
symphonies played by the Manila Symphony Orchestra.
 The full musical premiere features several known 
actors in the Philippine contemporary theater industry, led 

by Michael Williams, Lynn Sherman, Topper Fabregas, Cris 
Villonco, and Gabo Tiongson. Directed by Bart Guingona 
and produced by Donna May Lina—for the second time—
the 2016 “restaging” exceeded expectations. A full libretto 
of 18 songs showcased the life and works of FLP’s esteemed 
founder, who garnered accolades not only for his lifetime of 
personal achievements but also, more importantly, for his 
philanthropic contributions to Philippine society.
 Truly, the message of Ageless Passion resonated 
once again: “Good news, bad news. Who knows? I will just 
keep on doing my best and God will do the rest”—retired 
Chief Justice Panganiban’s personal mantra. 
 FLP, once more, extends its gratitude to all the VIPs 
and guests who attended the event and enjoyed the show. 

The Musical Premiere 
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FLP accreditation with the Philippine Council 
for NGO Certification (PCNC) has recently 

been renewed, this time for an extended period 
of three years (compared to the previous one-
year period accreditation) from March 31, 2017 to 
March 30, 2020.  This was after we submitted the 
necessary documents to PCNC and the site visit last 
August 23, 2016.  PCNC thereafter transmitted our 
application for renewal to the BIR.  FLP has already 
received the BIR’s Certification also effective for 
an extended period of three years from July 17, 
2017 to April 5, 2020.

18th PCNC Annual Assembly

The Foundation, through its Executive Director, 
participated in the 18th PCNC Annual Assembly 
held last June 1, 2017 at the JY Campos Hall, UNILAB 
Bayanihan Center, Kapitolyo, Pasig City.  As one of 
the accredited members in good standing, FLP was 
able to participate in the discussions and vote for 
the new members of the PCNC Board of Trustees.

PCNC Accreditation  
and BIR Certification
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