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FLP’s Bar Topnotchers and 
Dissertation Contest Winners 

Awarded Cash Prizes 

The FLP Awards Ceremony held on May 18, 
2019 at Ateneo Professional Schools, Rockwell 

Center Makati during its annual Awards Ceremony 
was a  gathering of the best of the best; together 
with the five winners (and five finalists) of FLP’s 
Dissertation Contest and twenty recipients of its 
Legal Scholarship Program, two of the 2018 Bar 
Exam Topnotchers (both FLP scholarship grantees) 
were also honored and awarded cash prizes. 
 Sean James B. Borja (Ateneo Law School 
Valedictorian) received PhP200,000 from FLP for 
placing first in the 2018 Bar Exam; Katrina Monica 
C. Gaw received PhP100,000 from FLP for placing 
fifth. Both receive these cash prizes on top of the 
PhP200,000 scholarship grants per year they already 
received from FLP. Various cash prizes were also 
awarded to those who graduated with honors.
 Five winners emerge during the second year 
of FLP’s Dissertation Writing Contest. Josiah David 
F. Quising (Far Eastern University), was awarded 
PhP300,000 for winning first place (and PhP20,00 as 
finalist). His dissertation entry “Liberty and Prosperity 
for Future Generations: Intergenerational Equity 
as Customary International Law” bested dozens 
of entries for the 2018-2019 round. For her entry 
“Balancing Liberty and Prosperity in the Market for 
Big Data: Towards Enforcing the Right to Personal 
Data Protection”, Diana Lou L. Boado (Lyceum of the 
Philippines University) received the second place cash 
prize of PhP200,000 (and PhP20,000 as finalist).  

w w w . l i b p r o s . c o m

(Photo) FLP Dissertation contest first placer Josiah David Quising 
(FEU) flanked by FLP Trustee Mrs. Leni Panganiban, Ayala Land 
General Counsel Atty. June Vee Navarro, Chief Justice Artemio 
Panganiban (Ret.), and dissertation contest winners and finalists.
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 Three third placers, Charles O. De Belen 
(San Beda University-Manila), Beverly T. Lumbera 
(LUMSA University-Rome, Italy), and Clarissa Mae 
A. Sawali (Far Eastern University), all received PhP 
100,000 each (and PhP20,000 each as finalists). Five 
dissertation contest finalists were also awarded 
PhP20,000 each. The program is co-sponsored 
by Ayala Group, FLP’s long-term partner in its 
education programs, and in cooperation with the 
Philippine Association of Law Schools (PALS). In 
addition, dissertation/thesis advisers of the winners 
also received prizes amounting from PhP50,000 to

      ...continued on page 2 
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PhP100,000 (depending on their advisee’s ranking).     
         FLP’s Dissertation Writing Contest Board of 
Judges for the 2018-2019 round was chaired by

 
Supreme Court Justice Estela M. Perlas-Bernabe, and 
included Retired Supreme Court Justice Angelina 
Sandoval-Gutierrez, Dean Joan Sarausos-Largo 
(PALS President), Atty. Solomon M. Hermosura 
(Ayala Corporation Managing Director and General 
Counsel), and Atty. Joel Emerson J. Gregorio (FLP 
Corporate Secretary).
 FLP also awarded its annual scholarship 
grants to ten new scholars on their 3rd year of law 
school and ten 4th year law students. . Each of the 
twenty received a total of PhP200,000, divided  into 
PhP100,000 maximum for tuition, PhP20,000 for 
books, and PhP80,000 for monthly stipends. Now 
on its third year, FLP’s Legal Scholarship Program 
is funded by the Tan Yan Kee Foundation. The 
FLP scholars were selected based on academic 
merit and their ability to propagate and espouse 
the philosophy of liberty and prosperity under the 
rule of law. Previous scholars who graduated with 
honors also received cash prizes (PhP25,000 each) 
during the Awards Ceremony. The Board of Judges 
for the 2018-2019 was chaired by Supreme Court 
Senior Justice Antonio T. Carpio, and included Dr. 
Edilberto C. De Jesus (former Secretary of Education), 
Dean Joan Sarausos-Largo (PALS President), Ms. 
Elizabeth T. Alba (TYKF Representative), and Atty. 
Tanya Karina A. Lat (Law Professor).
 Among the esteemed guests who attended the 
program were Ateneo Law School Dean Jose Maria 
Hofileña, UP College of Law Professor Elizabeth 
Aguiling-Pangalangan, Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
Governor Amando Maglalang Tetangco Jr., former 
Philippine Daily Inquirer chair Mrs. Marixi Rufino-
Prieto, Metrobank Foundation President Aniceto 
M. Sobrepeña, and Atty. June Vee Navarro (Ayala 
Land General Counsel). The FLP Awards Ceremony 
concluded with a message from special guest of honor 
Dr. Raul C. Panganlangan, International Criminal 
Court (ICC) Judge at The Hague, The Netherlands; 
his speech emphasized how the principles of 
liberty and prosperity under the rule of law is truly 
important in today’s legal and interdisciplinary 
education. The closing congratulatory message was 

Five Dissertation
Contest Winners weigh in 

on international cases

Winning dissertation entries responded to 
the core philosophy of the Foundation 
with various approaches to and theories 

of applying the precept of “protecting liberty and 
nurturing prosperity under the rule of law” in 
different legal contexts. 
 The winning piece, “Liberty and Prosperity 
for Future Generations: Intergenerational Equity 
as Customary International Law” by Josiah David 
Felix Quising (Far Eastern University), aptly 
argued that the key to achieving a level of  national 
prosperity lies within the nation itself in the form 
of a rich, healthy, and nurtured environment which 
is safeguarded by an empowered, free youth. 
This perspective is exemplified by the principle 
of “intergenerational equity” which, according to 
the author, is already ripe for consideration as a 
customary international law—that there is sufficient 
state practice and opinion juris on the matter, and 
that such is the basis for future generations to have 
legal standing in international courts and tribunals.    
This winning dissertation made an eloquent case 
by citing various international judicial decisions  
and opinions of judges in international courts 
which paints a vivid picture of how relevant they 
are in the Philippine setting; when the country 
protects its environment by means of the law and 
legal remedies, it is in effect following international 
customs and fulfilling its global obligation, which 
ensures the survival of future generations—not only 
of Filipinos but humankind at large. In fact, this 
recognition of the concept of planetary trust goes 
beyond the pages of scholarly works and is found 
in the opinions of magistrates in domestic courts. 
In the Philippine case of Oposa v Factoran, plaintiffs 
argued that the acts of the defendant, the Secretary 
of the Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources, constituted a “misappropriation and/
or impairment of the natural resource property 
he holds in trust for the benefit of plaintiff minors 
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and succeeding generations”. Quising has made 
convincing arguments highlighting the legal status 
of the principle of intergenerational equity—defined 
as the obligation of each generation to future 
generations to “pass on the natural and cultural 
resources of the planet in no worse condition than 
received and to provide reasonable access to the 
legacy for the present condition”—by evidencing 
how the principle has attained the status of 
customary international law as well as that such is 
an obligation erga omnes. 
  Placing third, Clarissa Mae Alvarez 
Sawali (Far Eastern University) also discussed 
environmental cases and factors concomitant with 
safeguarding people’s liberty and nurturing their 
prosperity; her entry “A Rights-Based Approach 
to Environmental Protection: The Balance between 
Police Power and Livelihood Rights” recounted 
international conventions such as the International 
Convention on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and 
The Rio Declaration on Environment and Development 
to keep in check how committed the Philippine 
government is in granting every individual, within 
its territory, economic, social and cultural rights. 
Her study, recognizing that the environment 
should be protected and preserved, demonstrated 
how the government could choose to protect the 
livelihood rights of its people and the environment 
in the island destinations of the country. Using the 
temporary closure of Boracay Island as case study, 
Sawali was able to make compelling connections 
between livelihood and prosperity, which are both 
expressions of liberty. By premising her arguments 
on some prominent international cases, she proposed 
mechanisms and standards, including the creation 
of a single authority and the implementation of 
environmental impact assessment even in island 
destinations and proposed standards which may 
also be implemented in the country. 
 While Quising and Sawali weighed in on the 
whole anthropocene, second placer Diana Lou L. 
Boado (Lyceum of the Philippines University) focused 
on the individual in her entry “Balancing Liberty 
and Prosperity in the Market for Big Data: Towards 
Enforcing the Right to Personal Data Protection”. 
She cited cases decided in the European Union to  

argue  that the right to personal data protection is a 
separate fundamental human right from the right to 
privacy. Her dissertation emphasized that in relation 
to liberty, the right to privacy refers to the right to 
be let alone and to make individual choices without 
government intrusion. In contrast, while the right 
to personal data protection does protect the right 
to privacy, the right to personal data protection is 
concerned with finding a balance between protecting 
basic rights including the right to privacy while 
maintaining the free flow of information in the 
market.  In the EU legal framework, the relevance 
of the right to personal data protection is not limited 
to privacy violations committed by government 
authorities but obtains a transcendental quality 
beyond liberty but also economic prosperity. The EU 
Charter on Fundamental Human Rights, Convention 
108, Data Protection Directive, and the General Data 
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Program co-sponsor:

Protection Regulation (GDPR) have all emphasized 
that the central focus of protecting personal data is 
balancing two ultimate goals—to ensure that rights 
are respected in processing personal data ensure the 
free flow of information in the market for economic 
prosperity. Hence, the liberty of privacy in the form 
of decisional privacy also influenced the Philippine 
legal system. Decisional privacy was also discussed 
in comparison with the notion of informational 
privacy in the case of Disini v Secretary of Justice 
decided by the Philippine Supreme Court in 2014 by 
Justice Roberto Abad, one of the provisions which 
allowed the government to collect real-time traffic 
data of internet users with due cause was rendered 
unconstitutional for violating informational privacy. 
Justice Abad recognized that informational privacy 
is composed of 2 aspects: 1) the right to non-
disclosure of private information and 2) protection 
against government surveillance and interference.
   Another third placer, Charles Fredricksson 
O. De Belen (San Beda University), contributed to 
the same discourse on information in “Elevating 
the Status of the Right to Information through 
the Writ of Scientia Omnibus”. He argued that the 
right to information has long been recognized 
as a fundamental right both by the Philippine 
Constitution and international law—as exemplified 
by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 
and the International Covenant of Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights, among others. Its recognition 
as a fundamental right is brought about by the 
acknowledgement of its indispensability in the 
realization of other Constitutional rights, the 
effective functioning of a democracy, and as a 
primary tool of accountability by the people against 
their governments. Clearly, the right to information 
is then an instrumental component to the twin 
hallmarks of liberty and prosperity. For De Belen, 
the Writ of Scientia Omnibus grants the Philippines 
and its citizens an opportunity to usher a democratic 
government close to what the framers envisioned 
through the active utilization of their fundamental 
right to information. It also allows the Supreme 
Court to “use its vast powers to speed up justice, 
minimize technicalities and make meaningful 

distinctions to promote the general welfare”  and 
finally “uphold our people’s paramount security, 
peace and economic wellbeing.”  It can be the 
anchor of the state during this turbulent times. 
 Beverly T. Lumbera (LUMSA University-
Rome) also placed third with her Law & Economics 
Masters dissertation “The Liberty to Locate and the 
Threat of Crime: A Critical Discourse and Systematic 
Review of the Impact of Crime on Property Values”. 
Her dissertation provided a working definition of 
what she argued as “the liberty to locate” by culling 
theories and evidence from international literature 
and Philippine jurisprudence. According to the 
findings of the study, the incidence of crime pushes 
the individual to move away from areas with high 
crime rates as some of the evidence gathered in the 
succeeding systematic review suggest. As the Inter-
American Development Bank reported, high crime 
rates influence the behaviour of individuals to 
avoid (or engage in) criminal activity.  Households, 
businesses, and firms spend considerable amount 
of resources to protect themselves against crime; 
and governments are known to shift budgetary 
allocation to address the associated problems.  As 
the systematic review demonstrated, the impact 
of crime is of such magnitude that it limits one’s 
choices and restricts one’s freedom of movement. 
More than a threat, it violates man’s liberty to 
locate. Thus, the threat of crime curtails not only 
the liberties of man but also, more importantly, 
his access to resources necessary for him to attain 
economic gains—in other words, prosperity. 
Therefore, no matter the amount of effort to combat 
crime, the tenets of liberty and prosperity will 
always appear lopsided if man’s liberty to locate 
is disregarded. Hence, guaranteeing the liberty to 
locate entails economic development as much as 
it ensures basic rights. Lumbera’s international 
dissertation presented a novel approach in  both 
fields of law and economics through its innovative 
attempt to integrate different methods of qualitative 
and quantitative analysis, i.e., critical discourse 
analysis and systematic review. • 
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FLP SCHOLARS A.Y. 2018-2019
PROFILES OF 3Rd ANd 4th YEAR StUdENtS (in alphabetical order)
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Ongoing Programs and Projects

The FLP was founded to perpetuate the core judicial 
philosophy of then Chief Justice Artemio V. Panganiban 
— that jurists and lawyers should not only safeguard the 
liberty of our people but must also nurture their prosperity 
under the rule of law.  In the first few years since its 
incorporation, FLP focused on the following activities: 
(1) FLP’s first project, the “Chief Justice Panganiban 
Professorial Chairs on Liberty and Prosperity,” (2) the 
official FLP Website (www.libpros.com), and (3) the 
“Liberty & Prosperity Journal,” hitherto an e-newsletter.   
 By 2018, the Foundation has fully implemented 
two education-centered programs to complement its first 
project: the FLP Dissertation Writing Contest and FLP 
Legal Scholarship Program.

Professorial Chairs Program

The “Chief Justice Panganiban Professorial Chairs 
on Liberty and Prosperity” is being implemented for 
more than six (6) years now following its launch on 18 
September 2012 at the Metrobank Auditorium, Makati 
City.  This project is in partnership with the Metrobank 
Foundation, which has so far donated a total of One 
Million Four Hundred Thousand Pesos (PhP1,400,000) 
in co-sponsorship of the program.  The total funds 
for the project, including FLP’s co-sponsorship fund, 
amounts to Two Million Eight Hundred Thousand Pesos 
(PhP2,800,000). The main objective is to get educational 
institutions and law schools to research and propagate 
the philosophy at the level of the academia (including 
training of students, professors, lawyers, and judges.)
 The outputs varied in form from traditional 
lectures, debates, as well as moot court competitions.  
The written lectures from the chair holders have been 
uploaded to the FLP website and published in the Liberty 
& Prosperity e-newsletter.  These shall be compiled and 
will eventually be published in a book form as well as 
other modes of communications under the information, 
education and communication projects of FLP.
 In 2017, four new appointments were made: Dean 
Melencio S. Sta. Maria, Far Eastern University, Dean Gemy 
Lito L. Festin, Polytechnic University of the Philippines; 
Professor Elizabeth Aguiling-Pangalangan, University 
of the Philippines College of Law; and Professor Tanya 
Karina A. Lat, Ateneo de Manila University School of 

8th Annual Report of FLP
An Overview
(January 1, 2018 to December 31, 2018)

Law. This brings the number of chair holders to 13. In 
2018, three professorial lectures were completed:

21 April 2018 
Dean Sedfrey M. Candelaria (ADMU)
“Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in the Context of the 
Peace Process with the CPP-NPA-NDFP: Issues and Concerns” 

12 May 2018 
Dean Gemy Lito M. Festin (PUP) 
“Tutelary rules principle” as legal tool for easing economic 
rights’ access to justice in the Philippines

17 October  2018 
Dean Joan Sarausos-Largo (USC Cebu) 
“Writ of Prosperity”

 A complete list and report of the professorial 
lectures are available on the official FLP website.  

FLP Dissertation Writing Contest

The FLP Dissertation Writing Contest is a five-year 
program which aims to augment the Foundation’s first 
project by incorporating new, dynamic and perhaps 
more profound input to the body of works discussing 
FLP’s core philosophy. The Foundation believes that the 
fresh insight and unique perspective of law students 
will provide bold, novel and innovative avenues for the 
development of the Foundation’s tenets. FLP will look for 
the best thesis and/or dissertation – or its equivalent in 
law schools not offering the Juris Doctor program – that 
espouses the philosophy of liberty and prosperity under 
the rule of law.  The contest is co-sponsored with the 
Ayala Group and implemented in cooperation with the 
Philippine Association of Law Schools (PALS).
 The Ayala Corporation has already agreed to 
facilitate the provision of funds for this project through its 
various partners and have committed to FLP the funding 
for the entire five-year program. 
 Of the 18 entries, only 6 entries were considered 
for the final round by the Panel of Judges, chaired by Senior 
Justice Presbitero J, Velasco, Jr., with Former Secretary of 
Education, Dr. Edilberto C. De Jesus, PALS President and 
Ateneo Law School Dean Sedfrey M. Candelaria, Ayala 
Managing Director and General Counsel Atty. Solomon 
Hermosura, and Ateneo Law School Professor Tanya 
Karina A. Lat as members. The final judging of entries 
was done on February 8, 2018. Awarding of prizes and 
plaques/certificates of recognition was done on March 
23, 2018 at the Ateneo Professional Schools Auditorium. 
 The FLP Education Committee Chair initiated 
discussions with some law school deans and Holders of 
the Chief Justice Panganiban Professorial Chairs to get 
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the views of the Deans on how to improve the number 
and the quality of the dissertations submitted to the FLP.  
The Education Committee also wanted an opportunity 
to understand the research priorities of the country’s 
best law schools and how the FLP, through the awards 
competition and its other programs, might be able to help 
them achieve their objectives.
 The full report on the FLP Dissertation Writing 
Contest is available on the official website of FLP.  

FLP Scholarship Program

The Foundation once again sponsored a unique, merit-
based Legal Scholarship Program. Funded by the Tan 
Yan Kee Foundation since 2016, and also undertaken in 
cooperation with PALS, the program aims to look for the 
best and the brightest law students in the country.
 There will be ten (10) scholars for the program 
and the scholarship is open to those entering their third 
year as law students.  FLP is opening ten (10) slots to 
all law schools that have obtained a passing percentage 
above the overall passing percentage for the bar exams 
of the relevant year based on the statistical data from 
the Supreme Court Office of the Bar Confidant.  No law 
school shall have more than three (3) awardees in a year.
 Awardees must agree to the terms and conditions 
of the FLP Scholarship Program, including but not limited 
to, the requirement to provide volunteer services for the 
Foundation as well as giving back to the FLP Scholarship 
Program to ensure its sustainability such as teaching 
law subjects that espouse the philosophy of liberty and 
prosperity, developing a concept/program along the 
philosophy of the FLP and commitment to mentoring 
other law students, subject to institutional arrangements 
with partner law schools.  Awardees must likewise agree 
to enter into a formal commitment agreement with FLP 
and the pertinent academic institution for this purpose.
 The Tan Yan Kee Foundation has provided a 
total of Ten Million Four Hundred Thousand Pesos 
(PhP10,400,000) for the first three academic years of the 
legal scholarship program. 
 In the meetings with law school deans, FLP 
officials learned the challenges law students face in 
applying for FLP scholarship: the requirements of the FLP 
scholarship program are too high, students are having a 
hard time getting the grades required in the program, 
most of their students are working students and this 
contributes to the difficulty in maintaining high grades.
 The final judging and selection of FLP Scholars 
for AY 2017-2018 was done on February 2, 2018. In 
addition to the five (5) AY 2016-2017 scholars who were 
able to maintain their scholarship grants, new scholars 
were chosen for AY 2017-2018. Awarding of prizes and 
plaques/certificates of recognition was done on March 

23, 2018 at the Ateneo Professional Schools Auditorium.
 Of the ten (10) 3rd year FLP Scholars, only eight 
(8) were able to meet the requirements for another year’s 
scholarship award in AY 2018-2019. A comprehensive 
report on the selection process is available on the official 
website of FLP.

Awards Ceremony for FLP Programs AY 2017-2018

The awarding for FLP Programs in AY 2017-2018 was 
held on March 23, 2018 at the APS Auditorium of the 
Ateneo de Manila, Rockwell Drive, Makati City. Supreme 
Court Acting Chief Justice Antonio T. Carpio awarded 
the 21 FLP scholars for the FLP Legal Scholarship 
Program while Supreme Court Senior Justice Presbitero 
J. Velasco awarded the winners and finalists of the 2017-
2018 Dissertation Writing Contest of the Foundation for 
Liberty and Prosperity (FLP) and the Ayala Corporation.
 As guest of honor and speaker, Acting Chief 
Justice Carpio delivered his message titled “A Culture of 
Respect for, and Understanding of, International Law“.

FLP Newsletter

FLP has so far released twelve (12) e-newsletters. The 
two most recent issues are ready for printing and release.  
These are Volume VII Issue 1 and Volume VII Issue 2.  
Volume VII Issue 1 features the winning entries of the 
2017-2018 Dissertation Writing Contest and the awarding 
of FLP scholars for AY 2017-2018. It also presented brief 
summaries of the public lectures of Professorial Chair 
Holders, PUP College of Law Dean Gemy Lito L. Festin 
(‘Tutelary Rules Principle’ as Legal Tool for Easing 
Economic Rights’ Access to Justice in the Philippines) 
and ADMU Dean Sedfrey M. Candelaria (Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights in the Context of the Peace 
Process with the CPP-NPA-NDFP: Issues and Concerns). 
Volume VII Issue 2, on the other hand, provides a brief 
overview of the papers of the finalists in the Dissertation 
Writing Contest AY 2017-2018. It also announced the FLP 
Dissertation Writing Contest 2018-2019. It also features 
the public lecture of Professorial Chair Holder, Dean Joan 
Sarausos-Largo: Writ of Prosperity.

FLP Website

The Foundation has continued to use a simple, neat 
and uniform design aesthetic for its website (www.
libpros.com) that remains consistent whatever device is 
being used to view or access it – either desktop, tablet 
or smartphone.  It features front and center the three (3) 
education programs being undertaken by the Foundation: 
the Chief Justice Panganiban Professorial Chairs on 
Liberty and Prosperity, FLP Dissertation Writing Contest 
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and the FLP Legal Scholarship Program.  The guidelines 
and forms for the dissertation writing contest and the 
legal scholarship program have also been uploaded and 
are ready for download by interested participants and the 
public.  The current composition of the Board of Trustees 
has also been updated.  The FLP Secretariat continues to 
work with the site’s administrator, Mr. Kristian Jeff C. 
Agustin, to further improve and enhance the website.

19th PCNC Annual Assembly

The Foundation, through its Treasurer and Executive 
Director, participated in the 19th PCNC Annual Assembly 
held last June 6, 2018 at the JY Campos Hall, UNILAB 
Bayanihan Center, Kapitolyo, Pasig City.  As one of the 
accredited members in good standing, FLP was able 
to participate in the discussions and vote for the new 
members of the PCNC Board of Trustees.

Future Plans and Direction

To further the targets of FLP, new plans and programs 
have been discussed by its board of trustees. These include 
supporting the reform program of the Judiciary and the 
Ombudsman, a legal education reform program, teaching  
exemplars on the rule of law with the Department of 
Education,  production of coffee table books, a visual art 
competition, and the establishment of an FLP museum.

Assets and Financial Position

As reported by then FLP President Maria Elena P. 
Yaptangco in her First Annual Report (2012), the 
Foundation was incorporated with a total of two million 
pesos (P2,000,000.00) as initial funds, contributed by 
retired Chief Justice Artemio V. Panganiban.  At present, 
based on the 2018 Audited Financial Report presented 
before and approved by the Board of Trustees, the 
Foundation’s total assets is seventy-one million eight 
hundred ninety-two thousand six hundred thirty pesos 
(PhP71,892,630.00) which includes the value of the PCCI 
property in Makati.
 FLP’s depository bank is Bank of the Philippine 
Islands (BPI).  The funds may be withdrawn only by 
signature of two of its four authorized signatories, 
preferably, the President and/or the Treasurer.
 Apart from its cash assets, the Foundation is the 
recipient of copyrights over the “Ageless Passion” musical 
compositions of Mr. Ryan Cayabyab and lyrics thereto by 
Mr. Kristian Jeff C. Agustin.  •

continued from page 7
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